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DETAILED ACTION 



Priority 

Receipt is acl<nowledged of provisional application submitted on 2/21/2003 under 
35 U.S.C. 1 19(e), which papers have been placed of record in the file. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following Is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 



Claims 1, 2, 4-6, 10, 14, 19, 35 and 36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Sellen et al. (US Patent Application Publication # 2003/0011682 
A1). 



Consider claim 1, Sellen et al. show and disclose a method of directing 
communications in a communications network (Figs. 1-2 that show delivery via a digital 
communication network 32 (shown in Fig. 2) of a digital photograph 18 attached to an 



Application/Control Number: 10/782,426 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2152 

e-mail message 19 (both shown in Fig. 1); paragraph 0009 summarizing the delivery 
method); comprising: 

identifying a non-unique receiver identifier-enabled communication initiated by a user on 
a communications network (Fig. 1, items marked 20, identifying a plurality of non-unique 
receivers' identifiers such as Gran, Mum, Jane and John; paragraphs 0050-0051 that 
disclose Recipient Selection Menu 12 (in Fig. 1)for identifying a non-unique receiver 
from a 'contacts' database either local to an electronic device or on a remote web- 
server, in a receiver identifier-enabled communication initiated by a user on a 
communications network); 

retrieving a non-unique receiver identifier from the non- unique receiver identifier- 
enabled communication (Fig. 1 showing a non-unique receiver identifier menu 12; 
paragraph 0052 that discloses retrieving a non-unique receiver identifier from the non- 
unique receiver identifier-enabled communication); 

associating the non-unique receiver identifier with a unique receiver identifier using a 
record associated with the user (Fig. 1 , menu 12; paragraphs 0051-0052 that further 
disclose associating the non-unique receiver identifier with a unique receiver identifier 
(e-mail address of recipient) using a record ('contacts') associated with the user); and 
connecting the communication to the unique receiver identifier via the communications 
network (Fig. 1, Delivery Format Selection Menu 14, type 28 (E-mail); paragraph 0059 
that discloses the details of the e-mail delivery method). 
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Consider claim 2, and as it applies to claim 1 above, Sellen et al. disclose tiie 
claimed method, wherein the user communicates with a receiver associated with the 
unique receiver identifier without transmitting the unique receiver identifier over the 
communications network (Fig. 1, items marked 18-20 and 28; paragraphs 0030-0033, 
0036, 0037, 0041 , 0043, 0051-0052 and 0059 which further disclose that the user 
communicates with a receiver associated with the unique receiver identifier without 
transmitting the unique receiver identifier over the communications network). 

Consider claim 4, and as it applies to claim 1 above, Sellen et al. disclose the 
claimed method, wherein using a non-unique identifier renders the communication at 
least partially anonymous (Fig. 1, items marked 20 that show using non-unique 
identifiers Gran, Mum, Jane and John being used in place of recipients' actual e-mail 
addresses, thereby shielding their e-mail address identity; paragraph 0052 disclose the 
same details). 

Consider claim 5, and as it applies to claim 1 above, Sellen et al. disclose the 

claimed method, wherein the communication is initiated through an electronic mail client 
(Fig. 2 showing sender's PDA 30 wirelessly connected to the Internet 32; paragraphs 
0056 and 0059 which disclose that the Delivery Format Selection Menu 14 includes e- 
mail delivery, thereby disclosing that the communication is initiated through an 
electronic mail client). 
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Consider claim 6, and as it applies to claim 1 above, Sellen et al. disclose tlie 
claimed method, wherein the communication is initiated through a wireless device (Fig. 
2 showing sender's PDA 30 wirelessly connected to the Internet 32; paragraphs 0056 
and 0059 which disclose that the Delivery Format Selection Menu 14 includes e-mail 
delivery, thereby disclosing that the communication is initiated through a wireless 
device). 

Consider claim 10, and as it applies to claim 1 above, Sellen et al. disclose the 

claimed method, wherein the communication is received through a wireless device (Fig. 
2 showing a digital photo frame 38 with an LCD flat panel within a frame and means 
(wireless transceiver) for receiving e-mails with attached digital photographs; paragraph 
001 1 which discloses the same details). 

Consider claim 14, and as it applies to claim 1 above, Sellen et al. disclose the 
claimed method, further including: 

allowing the user to create a non-unique receiver identifier associated with a receiver 
(Fig. 1 , list of recipients 20; paragraph 0051 which discloses a 'contacts' database 
locally maintained by the user on an electronic device, thereby disclosing allowing the 
user to create a non-unique receiver identifier associated with a receiver). 

Consider claim 19, and as it applies to claim 1 above, Sellen et al. disclose the 
claimed method, further including: 
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allowing the user to change a unique identifier associated with a receiver and 
updating one or more records that point to the unique identifier (paragraph 0053 which 
discloses that the provider of the web server will arrange for the contact details to be 
periodically updated by the user). 

Consider claim 35, Sellen et al. show and disclose a program storage device 
readable by machine, tangibly embodying a program of instructions executable by the 
machine to perform method steps of directing communications in a communications 
network (Claim 12 that claims a computer-readable medium having computer- 
executable instructions for performing the method listed below; Figs. 1-2 that show 
delivery via a digital communication network 32 (shown in Fig. 2) of a digital photograph 
18 attached to an e-mail message 19 (both shown in Fig. 1); paragraph 0009 
summarizing the delivery method), comprising: 

identifying a non-unique receiver identifier-enabled communication initiated by a user on 
a communications network (Fig. 1, items marked 20, identifying a plurality of non-unique 
receivers' identifiers such as Gran, Mum, Jane and John; paragraphs 0050-0051 that 
disclose Recipient Selection Menu 12 (in Fig. 1) for identifying a non-unique receiver 
from a 'contacts' database either local to an electronic device or on a remote web- 
server, in a receiver identifier-enabled communication initiated by a user on a 
communications network); 

retrieving a non-unique receiver identifier from the non-unique receiver identifier- 
enabled communication (Fig. 1 showing a non-unique receiver identifier menu 12; 
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paragraph 0052 that discloses retrieving a non-unique receiver identifier from the non- 
unique receiver identifier-enabled communication); 

associating the non-unique receiver identifier with a unique receiver identifier in record 
associated with the user (Fig. 1 , menu 12; paragraphs 0051-0052 that further disclose 
associating the non-unique receiver identifier with a unique receiver identifier (e-mail 
address of recipient) using a record ('contacts') associated with the user); and 
connecting the communication to the unique receiver identifier via the communications 
network (Fig. 1, Delivery Format Selection Menu 14, type 28 (E-mail); paragraph 0059 
that discloses the details of the e-mail delivery method). 

Consider claim 36, and as it applies to claim 35 above, Sellen et al. disclose 
the claimed program storage device, wherein the user communicates with a receiver 
associated with the unique receiver identifier without transmitting the unique receiver 
identifier over the communications network (Fig. 1, items marked 18-20 and 28; 
paragraphs 0030-0033, 0036, 0037, 0041, 0043, 0051-0052 and 0059 which further 
disclose that the user communicates with a receiver associated with the unique receiver 
identifier without transmitting the unique receiver identifier over the communications 
network). 

Claims 39 and 40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Yairi (US Patent Application Publication # 2002/0152272 A1). 
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Consider claim 39, Yairi shows and discloses a system for directing 
communications in a communications network (Fig. 1 that shows an e-mail delivery 
system with Mail Server 102, Mail Proxy Server 104, Database 106 and a receiver client 
108; paragraph 0014 discloses the details of the system shown in Fig. 1); comprising: 
a server engine operable to identify a non-unique receiver identifier-enabled 
communication initiated by a user on a communications network and operable to map a 
non-unique receiver identifier to a unique receiver identifier, the server engine further 
operable to direct communication to a receiver associated with the unique receiver 
identifier (Mail Proxy Server 104 shown in Fig. 1 that acts as a server engine; Alias 
Mapping Module 104a that identifies and maps a non-unique receiver identifier in a non- 
unique receiver identifier-enabled communication initiated by a user on a 
communications network and operable to map a non-unique receiver identifier to a 
unique receiver identifier; paragraphs 0014-0016 disclose the same details, including 
directing communication to a receiver associated with the unique receiver identifier). 

Consider claim 40, and as it applies to claim 39 above, Yairi shows and 

discloses the claimed system, further including: 

a client repository for storing user information including at least a client record identifier 
and one or more unique user identifiers (Fig. 1 , database 106 that acts as a client 
repository for storing user information including a client record identifier and one or 
more unique user identifiers (Main Address client records)); 
a mapping repository for storing at least one or more non-unique receiver identifiers 
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associated witli tlie client record identifier and mapped to one or more unique receiver 
identifiers by an index to the user information stored in tine client repository, 
wherein the server engine maps the non-unique receiver identifier to the unique receiver 
identifier by retrieving the index in the mapping repository and indexing the unique 
receiver identifier in the client repository (Fig. 1, alias mapping module 104a along with 
database 106 for storing at least one or more non-unique receiver identifiers associated 
with the client record identifier and mapped to one or more unique receiver identifiers by 
an index to the user information stored in the client repository, wherein the server 
engine maps the non-unique receiver identifier to the unique receiver identifier by 
retrieving the index in the mapping repository and indexing the unique receiver identifier 
in the client repository; paragraphs 0014-0016 further disclose the same details; 
flowchart of Fig. 2, steps 204-208 also describe the alias mapping details). 

Claim 52 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Maxwell 
(US Patent Publication # 5,805,810). 

Consider claim 52, Maxwell shows and discloses a method of directing 
communications in a communications network (abstract that describes directing 
communications in a communications network. Fig. 2 shows the communications 
network; column 4, lines 30-42 further disclose the details of the claimed method), 
comprising: 

receiving communication recipient's receiver identifier in a communication between a 
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sender and a receiver, the receiver identifier being not necessarily unique (Fig. 14 that 
shows a communication recipient's receiver identifier (mom in column 1430) in a 
communication between a sender and a receiver, the receiver identifier being not 
necessarily unique; column 13, lines 33-67 disclose the same details); 
determining communication recipient's unique identifier (recipient address In column 
1440 of Fig. 14) associated with the communication recipient's receiver Identifier (mom 
in column 1430) from one or more data records associated with at least one of the 
sender (Jeff in column 1410) or the receiver (Marcia Baris in column 1450); flowcharts 
of Figs. 6-8 further describe the process of determining communication recipient's 
unique Identifier; column 13, lines 33-67 disclose the same details); and 
directing the communication to the communication recipient's unique identifier (Fig. 2 
that shows a Mail Object from a Message Validator 22 being sent to a print server for 
delivery as a printed message sent via postal mall to the unique mailing address of the 
recipient found in Fig. 14; column 5, lines 43-60 disclose the same details). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office 
action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth 
in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was 
made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall 
not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



The factual Inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 



obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 
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1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness 

or nonobviousness. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

Claims 3, 9, 12, 13, 15, 16, 20-22, 29-32 and 42-44 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Sellen et al. (US Patent Application 
Publication # 2003/0011682 Al) in view of Yairi (US Patent Publication # 
2002/0152272 Al). 

Consider claim 3, and as it applies to claim 1 above, Sellen et al. disclose the 
claimed method, except wherein the user is enabled to receive a communication from 
another user without requiring a transmission of a unique identifier associated with the 
other user over the communications network. 
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In the same field of endeavor, Yairi discloses the claimed method, wherein the 
user is enabled to receive a communication from another user without requiring a 
transmission of a unique identifier associated with the other user over the 
communications network (Fig. 4, messages 412-414 which show non-unique sender 
addresses, paragraph 0019 disclose the same details, thereby teaching that the user is 
enabled to receive a communication from another user without requiring a transmission 
of a unique identifier associated with the other user over the communications network). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to enable the user to receive a communication from 
another user without requiring a transmission of a unique identifier associated with the 
other user over the communications network, as taught by Yairi, in the method of Sellen 
et al., so as to maintain anonymity of a sender. 

Consider claim 9, and as it applies to claim 1 above, Sellen et al. disclose the 
claimed method, except wherein the communication is received through an electronic 
mail client. 

In the same field of endeavor, Yairi discloses the claimed method, wherein the 
communication is received through an electronic mail client (Fig. 1, recipient's computer 
108 showing electronic mail software; paragraph 0015 which discloses the same 
details). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to receive the communication through an electronic 
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mail client, as taught by Yairi, in the method of Selien et a!., since receiving 
communication via an electronic mail client is one of the most popular and cost effective 
method of communication. 

Consider claim 12, and as it applies to claim 1 above, Selien et al., as modified 
by Yairi, further disclose the claimed method, wherein the communication is received 
through a web browser (in Yairi reference, Fig. 3, address field 
"http://www.emailaddressinformation.com") that corresponds to an address for a Web 
site; paragraph 0017 discloses the same details). 

Consider claim 13, and as it applies to claim 1 above, Selien et al., as modified 
by Yairi, disclose the claimed method, further including: 

providing a service provider network residing on the communications network for 
performing the identifying, the retrieving, the associating, and the connecting (in Yairi 
reference. Fig. 1, Mail Proxy Server 104 with Alias Mapping Module 104a and Database 
106; paragraphs 0014 and 0016 that disclose the details of a service provider network 
residing on the communications network for identifying, retrieving, associating, and 
connecting an e-mail using an alias for a recipient's e-mail address). 

Consider claim 15, and as it applies to claim 13 above, Selien et al., as 
modified by Yairi, further disclose the claimed method, wherein the user initiates the 
communication via an electronic mail client (in Selien et al. reference. Fig. 2 showing 
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sender's PDA 30 wirelessly connected to the Internet 32; paragraphs 0056 and 0059 
which disclose that the Delivery Format Selection Menu 14 includes e-mail delivery, 
thereby disclosing that the communication is initiated through an electronic mail client). 

Consider claim 16, and as it applies to claim 13 above, Sellen et a!., as 
modified by Yairi, further disclose the claimed method, wherein the user initiates the 
communication via a wireless device (in Sellen et al. reference, Fig. 2 showing sender's 
PDA 30 wirelessly connected to the Internet 32; paragraphs 0056 and 0059 which 
disclose that the Delivery Format Selection Menu 14 includes e-mail delivery, thereby 
disclosing that the communication is initiated through a wireless device). 

Consider claim 20, and as it applies to claim 1 above, Sellen et al., as modified 

by Yairi, further disclose the claimed method, wherein the user uses a plurality of non- 
unique identifiers to represent a single unique receiver (in Yairi reference. Fig. 3 
showing a plurality of aliases (JS, J521 , J621 and J721 ) in use for recipient John Smith; 
paragraph 0017 discloses the same details). 

Consider claim 21, and as it applies to claim 1 above, Sellen et al., as modified 
by Yairi, further disclose the claimed method, wherein a plurality of unique users use a 
plurality of non-unique identifiers to represent a single common receiver (in Yairi 
reference, flowchart of Fig. 2, steps 204-208; paragraph 0016, lines 14-17 which 
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disclose e-mail messages addressed to different e-mail addresses being delivered to a 
single user e-mail Inbox). 

Consider claim 22, and as it applies to claim 1 above, Sellen et al., as modified 
by Yairi, further disclose the claimed method, wherein a plurality of unique users use a 
single non-unique receiver identifier to represent a single unique receiver (in Yairi 
reference. Fig. 4, messages marked 410-414 from a plurality of unique users for a 
single non-unique receiver identifier 402 (J521); paragraph 0019 discloses the same 
details). 

Consider claim 29, and as it applies to claim 1 above, Sellen et al., as modified 
by Yairi, disclose the claimed method, further including: 

allowing the user and a receiver to communicate with one another using only the non- 
unique receiver identifier (in Yairi reference, Fig. 4, sent message to Acme Widgets 
marked 406 and received message (by J521) from Acme Widgets marked 410 which 
show that the user and a receiver communicate with one another using only the non- 
unique receiver identifier (J521); paragraph 0019 discloses the same details). 

Consider claim 30, and as it applies to claim 1 above, Sellen et al., as modified 
by Yairi, disclose the claimed method, further including: 

allowing the user to disable further communication from a receiver associated with the 
non-unique receiver identifier (in Yairi reference. Fig. 4, sent message to Acme Widgets 
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(a receiver associated with the non-unique receiver identifier) marked 406, received 
messages (by J521) marked 410-414 including message 410 from Acme Widgets and 
"Delete Alias" button 416 used for deleting the user's aliases; paragraph 0019 which 
discloses that the user initially sent an e-mail order to Acme Widgets using alias J521 ; 
later when the user receives e-mails not only from Acme Widgets but other spammers 
as well, he has the option to delete the used alias J521 , thereby disabling further 
communication from a receiver associated with the non-unique receiver identifier). 

Consider claim 31, and as it applies to claim 1 above, Sellen et al., as modified 
by Yairi, disclose the claimed method, further including: 

allowing a receiver associated with the non-unique receiver identifier to disable further 
communication from the user (in Yairi reference. Fig. 4, alias 402 (J521), "Delete Alias" 
button 416 that enables the receiver John Smith to disable further communication from 
Acme Widgets; paragraph 0020 discloses the same details). 

Consider claim 32, and as it applies to claim 1 above, Sellen et al., as modified 
by Yairi, disclose the claimed method, wherein the connecting further includes allowing 
a receiver associated with the non-unique receiver identifier to communicate with the 
user using the non- unique receiver identifier and a non-unique identifier associated with 
the user (in Yairi reference. Fig. 4 that shows a non-unique identifier J521 of receiver 
John Smith and a non-unique identifier of user Acme Widgets, communicating with each 
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other (sent message 406 and received message 410) using non-unique identifiers of 
each other; paragraphs 0019-0020 disclose the same details). 

Consider claim 42, and as it applies to claim 1 above, Sellen et al., as modified 
by Yairi, disclose the claimed method, further including: 

associating a unique identifier of the user to a non-unique identifier of the user (in Yairi 
reference. Fig. 4, non-unique (J521) identifier 402 as an alias for unique identifier 304 
JS@Nokia.com shown in Fig. 3); and 

the connecting includes connecting the communication to the unique receiver identifier 
(e-mail address for Acme Widgets in the message 406 sent by John Smith to Acme 
Widgets) via the communications network (shown in Fig. 2) and presenting the non- 
unique identifier (J521) of the user to the receiver (Acme Widgets), wherein the unique 
identifier (JS@Nokia.com) of the user Is not revealed to the receiver; paragraph 0019- 
0020 further disclose the details of the claim). 

Consider claim 43, and as it applies to claim 35 above, Sellen et al., as 
modified by Yairi, show and disclose a program storage device further including: 
associating a unique identifier of the user to a non-unique identifier of the user (in Yairi 
reference, claim 12; Fig. 4, non-unique (J521) identifier 402 as an alias for unique 
identifier 304 JS@Nokia.com shown in Fig. 3); 

the connecting includes connecting the communication to the unique receiver identifier 
(e-mail address for Acme Widgets in the message 406 sent by John Smith to Acme 
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Widgets) via tlie comnnunicatlons network (shown in Fig. 2) and presenting the non- 
unique identifier (J521 ) of the user to the receiver (Acme Widgets), wherein the unique 
identifier (JS@Nol<ia.com) of the user is not revealed to the receiver; paragraph 0019- 
0020 further disclose the details of the claim). 

Consider claim 44, and as it applies to claim 39 above, Sellen et al., as 
modified by Yairi, show and disclose the claimed system, wherein the server engine is 
further operable to map a unique identifier of the user to a non-unique identifier of the 
user (in Yairi reference, Fig. 2 that shows Mail Proxy Server Engine 104 coupled to 
Database 106 for mapping unique e-mail addresses into non-unique e-mail aliases; Fig. 
4, non-unique (J521) e-mail identifier 402 as an alias for unique e-mail address 304 
(JS@Nokia.com shown in Fig. 3); paragraph 0017 further discloses the details of the 
claim); and 

wherein the server engine directs communication to a receiver associated with the 
unique receiver identifier and presents the non-unique identifier of the user without 
presenting the unique identifier of the user (in Yairi reference. Fig. 4, e-mail message 
406 with the non-unique identifier of the user (J521) being directed by the server engine 
to a receiver Acme Widgets associated with the unique receiver e-mail identifier, 
thereby not revealing the unique identifier of the user). 
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Claims 7, 11 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Sellen et al. (US Patent Application Publication # 2003/0011682 A1) in view of 
Agraharam et al. (US Patent Publication # 6,085,231). 

Consider claim 7, and as it applies to claim 1 above, Sellen et al. disclose the 
claimed method, except wherein the communication is initiated through a voice device. 

In the same field of endeavor, Agraharam et al. disclose the claimed method, 
wherein the communication is initiated through a voice device (Fig. 1 showing caller's 
telephone marked 101 , column 2, lines 22-42 that disclose the details of the claimed 
invention, including a caller initiating the communication through a voice device). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to initiate the communication through a voice device, 
as taught by Agraharam et al., in the method of Sellen et al., so as to provide a plurality 
of communication options to a caller. 

Consider claim 11, and as it applies to claim 1 above, Sellen et al. disclose the 

claimed method, except wherein the communication is received through a voice device. 

In the same field of endeavor, Agraharam et al. disclose the claimed method, 
wherein the communication is received through a voice device (Fig. 1 showing 
recipient's telephone marked 104, column 2, lines 22-42 that disclose the details of the 
claimed invention, including a recipient receiving the communication through a voice 
device). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary sl<ill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to receive the communication through a voice device, 
as taught by Agraharam et al., in the method of Sellen et al., so as to provide a plurality 
of communication options to a recipient. 

Consider claim 17, and as it applies to claim 13 above, Sellen et al., as 
modified by Agraharam et al., further disclose the claimed method, wherein the user 
initiates the communication via a voice device (in Agraharam et al. reference. Fig. 1 

showing caller's telephone marked 101, column 2, lines 22-42 that disclose the details 
of the claimed invention, including a caller initiating the communication through a voice 
device). 

Claims 8, 18 and 26-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Sellen et al. (US Patent Application Publication # 2003/0011682 
Al) in view of Levosky et al. (US Patent Application Publication # 2002/0087641 
Al). 

Consider claim 8, and as it applies to claim 1 above, Sellen et al. disclose the 
claimed method, except wherein the communication is initiated through a web browser. 

In the same field of endeavor, Levosky et al. disclose the claimed method, 
wherein the communication is initiated through a web browser (paragraph 0070 which 
discloses WEB-based Email initiation using sites like Hotmail and Yahoo). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to initiate the communication through a web browser, 
as taught by Levosky et al., in the method of Sellen et al., so as to provide a plurality of 
communication options to a sender. 

Consider claim 18, and as it applies to claim 13 above, Sellen et al., as 
modified by Levosky et al., further disclose the claimed method, wherein the user 
initiates the communication via a web browser (in Levosky et al. reference, paragraph 
0070 which discloses WEB-based Email initiation using sites like Hotmail and Yahoo). 

Consider claim 26, and as it applies to claim 1 above, Sellen et al., as modified 
by Levosky et al., further disclose the claimed method, wherein a non-unique receiver 

Identifier created Is distributed across a network of a plurality of service providers (In 
Levosky et al. reference. Fig. 2, block 4 that shows an Internet Service Provider 1 for 
the sender and a different Internet Service Provider 2 for the receiver in block 14, 
thereby disclosing that a non-unique receiver identifier created (shown at Alias E-mail 
Server ICQ) Is distributed across a network of a plurality of service providers; 
paragraphs 0035, 0036 and 0039 further disclose the details of the claimed method). 

Consider claim 27, and as it applies to claim 1 above, Sellen et al., as modified 
by Levosky et al., further disclose the claimed method, wherein the identifying, the 
retrieving, the associating, and the communicating is performed across a distributed 
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network of multiple service providers (in Levosky et al. reference, Fig. 2, block 4 that 
shows an Internet Service Provider 1 for the sender and a different Internet Service 
Provider 2 for the receiver in block 14, as well as an Alias E-mail Server 100, thereby 
disclosing that the identifying, the retrieving, the associating, and the communicating is 
performed across a distributed network of multiple service providers; paragraph 0039 
further discloses the details of the claimed method). 

Consider claim 28, and as it applies to claim 1 above, Sellen et al., as modified 
by Levosky et al., further disclose the claimed method, wherein the communication Is 
performed Independent of a specific service provider in a distributed network (In 
Levosky et al. reference. Fig. 2, block 4 that shows an Internet Service Provider 1 for 
the sender and a different Internet Service Provider 2 for the receiver in block 14, as 
well as an Alias E-mail Server 100; paragraph 0038 which discloses that the 
communication is performed independent of a specific service provider in a distributed 
network by an Alias E-mail Server 100). 

Claims 23, 25, 33, 34, 37, 38 and 45-48 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Sellen et al. (US Patent Application Publication # 
2003/0011682 Al) in view of Maxwell (US Patent Publication # 5,805,810). 
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Consider claim 23, and as it applies to claim 1 above, Sellen et al. disclose tlie 
claimed method, except wherein a plurality of unique users use a single non-unique 
receiver identifier to communicate with a plurality of unique receivers. 

In the same field of endeavor, Maxwell discloses the claimed method, wherein a 
plurality of unique users use a single non-unique receiver identifier to communicate with 
a plurality of unique receivers (Table of Fig. 14, first two data rows for two different 
users that show a single non-unique recipient nickname 'mom' used by different users 
to communicate with a plurality of unique receivers (Marcia Baris and Miriam Struhl); 
column 13, lines 32-67 disclose the same details). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to allow a plurality of unique users to use a single non- 
unique receiver identifier to communicate with a plurality of unique receivers, as taught 
by Maxwell, in the method of Sellen et al., so as to provide easy to remember recipients' 
aliases of their e-mail addresses for a user. 

Consider claim 25, and as it applies to claim 1 above, Sellen et al., as modified 
by Maxwell, further disclose the claimed method, wherein a user is enabled to create 
and use a non-unique receiver identifier regardless of one or more non-unique receiver 
identifiers created by other users (Table of Fig. 14, first two data rows for two different 
users that show a single non-unique recipient nickname 'mom' used by different users 
to communicate with a plurality of unique receivers (Marcia Baris and Miriam Struhl); 
column 13, lines 32-67 disclose the same details, thereby disclosing that a user (Jeff) is 
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enabled to create and use a non-unique receiver identifier (monn) regardless of one or 
more non-unique receiver identifiers created by other users (Txs)). 

Consider claim 33, and as it applies to claim 1 above, Sellen et al., as modified 
by Maxwell, disclose the claimed method, further including: 

determining if the user is a registered user, and if it is determined that the user is not a 
registered user, requesting the user to register (in Maxwell reference, column 8, lines 
52-58 which disclose that if the sender is not a registered user of system 1 0, an e-mail 
message will be returned to the sender, requesting the necessary information to register 
the sender; column 13, lines 33-37 which further disclose that the message validator 22 
(shown in Fig. 2) also checks the recipient database 1400 (shown in Fig. 14) to 
determine whether recipients identified in the e-mail messages by senders have been 
previously registered with the system 10). 

Consider claim 34, and as it applies to claim 33 above, Sellen et al., as 
modified by Maxwell, disclose the claimed method, further including: 
if the user selects to register, creating a user repository storing one or more unique 
receiver identifiers and associated one or more non-unique receiver identifiers (in 
Maxwell reference. Fig. 14, recipient database 1400 showing a user repository storing 
one or more unique receiver identifiers (recipient address in column 1440) and 
associated one or more non-unique receiver identifiers (recipient nickname id in column 
1430); column 13, lines 33-67 which further disclose the same details). 
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Consider claim 37, and as it applies to claim 35 above, Sellen et al., as 
modified by Maxwell, disclose the claimed program storage device, further including: 
determining if the user is a registered user, and if it is determined that the user is not a 

registered user, requesting the user to register (in Maxwell reference, column 8, lines 
52-58 which disclose that if the sender is not a registered user of system 1 0, an e-mail 
message will be returned to the sender, requesting the necessary information to register 
the sender; column 13, lines 33-37 which further disclose that the message validator 22 
(shown In Fig. 2) also checks the recipient database 1400 (shown In Fig. 14) to 
determine whether recipients identified in the e-mail messages by senders have been 
previously registered with the system 10). 

Consider claim 38, and as it applies to claim 37 above, Sellen et al., as 
modified by Maxwell, disclose the claimed program storage device, further Including: 
if the user selects to register, creating a user repository storing one or more unique 
receiver identifiers and associated one or more non-unique receiver identifiers (in 
Maxwell reference, Fig. 14, recipient database 1400 showing a user repository storing 
one or more unique receiver Identifiers (recipient address In column 1440) and 
associated one or more non-unique receiver identifiers (recipient nickname Id In column 
1430); column 13, lines 33-67 which further disclose the same details). 
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Consider claim 45, Sellen et al. show and disclose a method of directing 
communications in a communications network (Figs. 1-2 that show delivery via a digital 
communication network 32 (shown in Fig. 2) of a digital photograph 18 attached to an 
e-mail message 19 (both shown in Fig. 1); paragraph 0009 summarizing the delivery 

method); comprising: 

receiving a non-unique receiver identifier-enabled communication initiated by a user on 
a communications network (Fig. 1, non-unique receiver identifiers marked 20; 
communication network shown in Fig. 2; paragraph 0009 which discloses receiving at a 
digital camera processor a digital photograph included as an attachment to an e-mail for 
transmission to a recipient with a non-unique receiver identifier (e.g. Gran, Mum, Jane 
or John)). 

However, Sellen et al. do not specifically disclose retrieving a non-unique 
receiver identifier from the non-unique receiver identifier-enabled communication; 
determining from the non-unique receiver identifier-enabled communication whether the 
non-unique receiver identifier needs to be created; if it is determined that the non- 
unique receiver identifier needs to be created, retrieving a unique receiver identifier from 
the non-unique receiver identifier-enabled communication; and creating a mapping 
record associating the unique receiver identifier with the non-unique receiver identifier. 

In the same field of endeavor. Maxwell shows and discloses the claimed method, 
including: 

retrieving a non-unique receiver identifier from the non-unique receiver identifier- 
enabled communication (flowchart of Fig. 7, step 660 that shows locating a recipient 
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from the e-mail sent by tlie sender; column 9, lines 48-62 which disclose retrieving a 
non-unique receiver identifier from the non-unique receiver identifier-enabled 
communication); 

determining from the non-unique receiver identifier-enabled communication whether the 
non-unique receiver Identifier needs to be created (flowchart of Fig. 7, step 670 that 
shows searching the recipient database (shown in Fig. 14) for the retrieved non-unique 
receiver identifier from the sent e-mail, and then determining in step 680, if the non- 
unique receiver identifier does not exist in the database and needs to be created; 
column 9, line 67 through column 10, lines 1-4 which disclose a prompting e-mail to the 
sender for providing details to create a record for the non-unique receiver Identifier In 
the recipient database 1400); 

if it is determined that the non-unique receiver identifier needs to be created, retrieving a 
unique receiver Identifier from the non-unique receiver Identifier-enabled communication 
and creating a mapping record associating the unique receiver Identifier with the non- 
unique receiver identifier (Fig. 14, recipient database 1400 showing sample recipient 
records; column 13, lines 33-67 further disclose the details of creating a mapping record 
associating the unique receiver Identifier (Recipient Address In column 1440 of Fig. 14) 
with the non-unique receiver identifier (Recipient Nickname ID in column 1430 of Fig. 
14)). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to retrieve a non-unique receiver identifier from the 
non-unique receiver identifier-enabled communication; determine from the non-unique 
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receiver identifier-enabled communication whether the non-unique receiver identifier 
needs to be created; if it is determined that the non-unique receiver identifier needs to 
be created, retrieve a unique receiver identifier from the non-unique receiver identifier- 
enabled communication; and create a mapping record associating the unique receiver 
identifier with the non-unique receiver identifier., as taught by Maxwell, in the method of 
Sellen et al., so as to deliver messages in a non-unique receiver identifier-enabled 
communication network. 

Consider claim 46, and as it applies to claim 45 above, Sellen et al., as 
modified by Maxwell, disclose the claimed method, further including: 
connecting the communication to the unique receiver identifier via the communications 
network (in Sellen et al. reference. Fig. 1, Delivery Format Selection Menu 14, type 28 
(E-mail); paragraph 0059 that discloses the details of the e-mail delivery method). 

Consider claim 47, Sellen et al. show and disclose a program storage device 
readable by machine, tangibly embodying a program of instructions executable by the 
machine to perform method steps of directing communications in a communications 
network (claims 10-15; Figs. 1-2 that show delivery via a digital communication network 
32 (shown in Fig. 2) of a digital photograph 18 attached to an e-mail message 19 (both 
shown in Fig. 1); paragraph 0009 summarizing the delivery method); comprising: 
receiving a non-unique receiver identifier-enabled communication initiated by a user on 
a communications network (Fig. 1, non-unique receiver identifiers marked 20; 
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communication network shown in Fig. 2; paragraph 0009 which discloses receiving at a 
digital camera processor a digital photograph included as an attachment to an e-mail for 
transmission to a recipient with a non-unique receiver identifier (e.g. Gran, Mum, Jane 
or John)). 

However, Sellen et al. do not specifically disclose retrieving a non-unique 
receiver identifier from the non-unique receiver identifier-enabled communication; 
determining from the non-unique receiver identifier-enabled communication whether the 
non-unique receiver identifier needs to be created; if it is determined that the non- 
unique receiver identifier needs to be created, retrieving a unique receiver identifier from 
the non-unique receiver identifier-enabled communication; and 
creating a mapping record associating the unique receiver identifier with the non-unique 
receiver identifier. 

In the same field of endeavor. Maxwell shows and discloses the claimed method, 

including: 

retrieving a non-unique receiver identifier from the non-unique receiver identifier- 
enabled communication (flowchart of Fig. 7, step 660 that shows locating a recipient 
from the e-mail sent by the sender; column 9, lines 48-62 which disclose retrieving a 
non-unique receiver identifier from the non-unique receiver identifier-enabled 
communication); 

determining from the non-unique receiver identifier-enabled communication whether the 
non-unique receiver identifier needs to be created (flowchart of Fig. 7, step 670 that 
shows searching the recipient database (shown in Fig. 14) for the retrieved non-unique 
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receiver identifier from the sent e-mail, and then determining in step 680, if the non- 
unique receiver identifier does not exist in the database and needs to be created; 
column 9, line 67 through column 10, lines 1-4 which disclose a prompting e-mail to the 
sender for providing details to create a record for the non-unique receiver identifier in 

the recipient database 1400); 

if it is determined that the non-unique receiver identifier needs to be created, retrieving a 
unique receiver identifier from the non-unique receiver identifier-enabled communication 
and creating a mapping record associating the unique receiver identifier with the non- 
unique receiver identifier (Fig. 14, recipient database 1400 showing sample recipient 
records; column 13, lines 33-67 further disclose the details of creating a mapping record 
associating the unique receiver identifier (Recipient Address in column 1440 of Fig. 14) 
with the non-unique receiver identifier (Recipient Nickname ID in column 1430 of Fig. 
14)). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to retrieve a non-unique receiver identifier from the 
non-unique receiver identifier-enabled communication; determine from the non-unique 
receiver identifier-enabled communication whether the non-unique receiver identifier 
needs to be created; if it is determined that the non-unique receiver identifier needs to 
be created, retrieve a unique receiver identifier from the non-unique receiver identifier- 
enabled communication; and create a mapping record associating the unique receiver 
identifier with the non-unique receiver identifier., as taught by Maxwell, in the program 
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storage device of Sellen et al., so as to deliver messages in a non-unique receiver 
identifier-enabled communication network. 

Consider claim 48, and as it applies to claim 47 above, Sellen et al., as 

modified by Maxwell, disclose the claimed program storage device, further including: 
connecting the communication to the unique receiver identifier via the communications 
network (in Sellen et al. reference. Fig. 1, Delivery Format Selection Menu 14, type 28 
(E-mail); paragraph 0059 that discloses the details of the e-mail delivery method). 

Claim 24 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Sellen 
et al. (US Patent Application Publication # 2003/0011682 Al) in view of Kulkarni 
(US Patent Publication # 2004/0093382 Al). 

Consider claim 24, and as it applies to claim 1 above, Sellen et al. disclose the 
claimed method, except wherein a plurality of unique users uses a single non-unique 
receiver identifier to communicate with a group of plurality of related unique receivers. 

In the same field of endeavor, Kulkarni discloses the claimed method, wherein a 
plurality of unique users uses a single non-unique receiver identifier to communicate 
with a group of plurality of related unique receivers (Flowchart of Fig. 3, steps 307 and 
310; Figs. 4A-4B that show a group-name 'team' in use, referring to a group of plurality 
of related unique receivers that may be used for communication by a number of unique 
users; paragraph 0038 discloses the details of the claimed method). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to allow a plurality of unique users to use a single non- 
unique receiver identifier to communicate with a group of plurality of related unique 
receivers, as taught by Kulkarni, in the method of Sellen et al., so as to be able to send 
a single e-mail message to a related group of recipients. 

Claim 41 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Yairi 
(US Patent Application Publication # 2002/0152272 Al) in view of Meister et al. (US 
Patent Application Publication # 2004/0103162 Al). 

Consider claim 41, and as it applies to claim 40 above, Yairi discloses the 
claimed system, except wherein the mapping repository further includes an active flag 
record associated with the non- unique receiver identifier for enabling or disabling 
communication to a receiver identified by the non-unique receiver identifier. 

In the same field of endeavor, Meister et al. discloses the claimed system, 
wherein the mapping repository further includes an active flag record associated with 
the non- unique receiver identifier for enabling or disabling communication to a receiver 
identified by the non-unique receiver identifier (Fig. 2, checkboxes 50 corresponding to 
active record flags associated with the non- unique receiver identifier (aliases 40) for 
enabling or disabling communication to a receiver identified by the non-unique receiver 
identifier (paragraphs 0028-0031 that further describe the claimed invention). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary sl<ill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to include in the mapping repository an active flag 
record associated with the non- unique receiver identifier for enabling or disabling 
communication to a receiver identified by the non-unique receiver identifier, as taught by 
Meister et al., in the method of Yairi, so as to prevent unauthorized messages (such as 
marketing@competition.com shown in Fig. 3) from being transmitted to recipients either 
unintentionally or by malicious design. 

Claim 49 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Sellen 
et al. (US Patent Application Publication # 2003/0011682 Al) in view of Agraharam 
et al. (US Patent Publication # 5,987,508). 

Consider claim 49, and as it applies to claim 1 above, Sellen et al. disclose the 
claimed method, except further including: 

allowing user's unique-identifier to be modified; and automatically updating the record 
associated with the user to map data in the record to the user's modified unique- 
identifier. 

In the same field of endeavor, Agraharam et al. disclose the claimed method, 
further including: 

allowing user's unique-identifier to be modified (in Agraharam et al. reference, flowchart 
of Fig. 3, steps 302, 304 and 305 which show how a registered user may change his or 
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her unique e-mail address (e.g. one shown in Fig. 1 as 2015558765@email.att.net) at a 
translation server 110; column 5, lines 58-66 describe the same details); and 
automatically updating the record associated with the user to map data in the record to 
the user's modified unique- identifier (in Agraharam et al. reference, flowchart of Fig. 3, 
step 306 which shows the record associated with the user to map data in the record to 
the user's modified unique- identifier being automatically updated; column 5, line 67 
through column 6, line 1 describe the same details). 

Claim 50 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Sellen 
et al. (US Patent Application Publication # 2003/0011682 Al) in view of Meister et 
al. (US Patent Application Publication # 2004/0103162 Al). 

Consider claim 50, and as it applies to claim 1 above, Sellen et al. disclose the 
claimed method, except further including allowing the unique receiver identifier to be 
modified; and automatically updating data associated with the unique receiver identifier 
to be associated with the modified unique receiver identifier. 

In the same field of endeavor, Meister et al. disclose the claimed method, further 
including allowing the unique receiver identifier to be modified and automatically 
updating data associated with the unique receiver identifier to be associated with the 
modified unique receiver identifier (Fig. 2, "Modify Addressees" button 46; paragraph 
0030, lines 6-1 1 that disclose allowing the unique receiver identifier (Address Field 42) 
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to be modified, including updating data associated with the unique receiver identifier to 
be associated with the modified unique receiver identifier). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to allow the unique receiver identifier to be modified 
and automatically updating data associated with the unique receiver identifier to be 
associated with the modified unique receiver identifier, as taught by Meister et al., in the 
method of Sellen et al., so as to send e-mail messages only to the authorized recipients. 

Claim 51 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Sellen 
et al. (US Patent Application Publication # 2003/0011682 Al) in view of Agraharam 
et al. (US Patent Publication # 5,987,508) and further in view of Gilbert (US Patent 
Application Publication # 2004/0054734 Al). 

Consider claim 51, and as it applies to claim 1 above, Sellen et al. disclose the 
claimed method, except further including automatically determining that the unique 
receiver identifier is no longer valid; automatically requesting a new unique receiver 

identifier from users that communicate with a receiver associated with the unique 
receiver identifier; if the new unique receiver identifier is received, automatically 
authenticating the new unique receiver identifier; and if the new unique receiver 
identifier is authenticated, automatically updating data associated with the unique 
receiver identifier to map to the new unique receiver identifier. 
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In the same field of endeavor, Agraharam et al. disclose the claimed method, 
further including: 

automatically determining that the unique receiver identifier is no longer valid (column 6, 
58-67 through column 7, lines 1-3 which disclose that when a recipient's telephone 
number (and therefore associated e-mail address as shown in Fig. 1 as 
2015558765@email.att.net) changes, the transaction server 110 and database 1 17 flag 
the previous telephone number as inactive and unassigned, but associate it with the 
new telephone number, so that any e-mail addressed to the old address may be 
redirected to the new e-mail address based on the new phone number, thus disclosing 
automatically determining that the unique receiver identifier is no longer valid); 
if the new unique receiver identifier is received, automatically authenticating the new 
unique receiver identifier (column 7, lines 8-57 which disclose an authentication 
scenario involving change in the area code of the recipient's telephone number, such a 
change causing the recipient's PIN (derived from the telephone number with old area 
code) to become invalid; the system then automatically recalculating a new PIN based 
on the new area code in order to automatically authenticate the new unique receiver 
identifier; flowchart of Fig. 4 shows the steps involved in more details); and 
if the new unique receiver identifier is authenticated, automatically updating data 
associated with the unique receiver identifier to map to the new unique receiver 
identifier (flowchart of Fig. 3, steps 302, 304, 305 and 306 that show how the system 
automatically updates data associated with the unique receiver identifier to map to the 
new unique receiver identifier, when the new unique receiver identifier is authenticated). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to automatically determine that the unique receiver 
identifier is no longer valid, and if the new unique receiver identifier is received, 
automatically authenticate the new unique receiver identifier, and if the new unique 
receiver identifier is authenticated, automatically update data associated with the unique 
receiver identifier to map to the new unique receiver identifier, as taught by Agraharam 
et al., in the method of Sellen et al., so as to automatically direct e-mail messages sent 
to a recipient's old e-mail address to his or her new e-mail address. 

However, Sellen et al. as modified by Agraharam et al., do not specifically 
disclose automatically requesting a new unique receiver identifier from users that 
communicate with a receiver associated with the unique receiver identifier. 

In the same field of endeavor, Gilbert discloses the claimed method, further 
including automatically requesting a new unique receiver identifier from users that 
communicate with a receiver associated with the unique receiver identifier (Fig. 1 ; 
paragraph 0041 which discloses automatically requesting a new unique receiver 
identifier from an e-mail clearing house that communicates with a receiver associated 
with the unique receiver identifier). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to automatically request a new unique receiver 
identifier from users that communicate with a receiver associated with the unique 
receiver identifier, as taught by Gilbert in the method of Sellen et al., as modified by 
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Agraharam et al., so as to automatically direct e-mail messages sent to a recipient's old 
e-mail address to his or her new e-mail address. 

Conclusion 

Any response to this Office Action should be faxed to (571) 273-8300 or mailed 

to: 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Art Unit: 2143 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to 

Customer Service Window 
Randolph Building 
401 Dulany Street 
Alexandria, VA 22314 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 

Examiner should be directed to KIshin G. Belani whose telephone number is (571) 270- 
1768. The Examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 6:30 am to 
5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's 
supervisor, Nathan Flynn can be reached on (571) 272-1915. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
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applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) or 703-305-3028. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist/customer service whose telephone 
number is (571)272-0800. 

Kishin G. Belani 
K.G.B./kgb 

March 4, 2008 
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Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2152 



